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Immigration Enforcement: 

Impact on Schools

This presentation is for informational purposes only. For legal advice, please contact an attorney.
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Director, Children’s Justice Unit

Massachusetts Office of the Attorney General 
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Rights of All Students to Education Regardless of 

Immigration or Citizenship Status

• Schools must provide equal access to education to all students regardless of 

immigration or citizenship status. 

• Schools must not employ policies that discourage or deny access to school 

on the basis of immigration status.

• Schools must not discriminate on the basis of: race, color, sex, gender identity, 

religion, national origin, citizenship or immigration status, disability, or sexual 

orientation. Student Anti-Discrimination Act, M.G.L. 76 s. 5 

For more information:

• Attorney General’s Advisory Regarding Equal Access to Public Education for All Students 

Irrespective of Immigration Status (updated April 2022). 

• Upholding the Rights of Immigrant Students to Enroll in School: Guidance for School 

Committees and Districts (December 2024).

This presentation is for informational purposes only. For legal advice, please contact an attorney.

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/attorney-generals-advisory-regarding-equal-access-to-public-education-for-all-students-irrespective-of-immigration-status#:%7E:text=The%20Massachusetts%20Student%20Anti-Discrimination,%2C%20gender%20identity%2C%20religion%2C%20national
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/attorney-generals-advisory-regarding-equal-access-to-public-education-for-all-students-irrespective-of-immigration-status#:%7E:text=The%20Massachusetts%20Student%20Anti-Discrimination,%2C%20gender%20identity%2C%20religion%2C%20national
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/attorney-generals-advisory-regarding-equal-access-to-public-education-for-all-students-irrespective-of-immigration-status#:%7E:text=The%20Massachusetts%20Student%20Anti-Discrimination,%2C%20gender%20identity%2C%20religion%2C%20national
https://www.doe.mass.edu/commissioner/spec-advisories/upholding-rights.html
https://www.doe.mass.edu/commissioner/spec-advisories/upholding-rights.html
https://www.doe.mass.edu/commissioner/spec-advisories/upholding-rights.html
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ICE Enforcement Activities Impacting Schools

This presentation is for informational purposes only. For legal advice, please contact an attorney.

▪ Detention of parents and family members of students

▪ Detention of students themselves outside of school hours (very small 

numbers)

▪ Detention of students in connection with School Resource Officer involvement 

and student arrests (very small numbers)
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Be Prepared In Advance – What Can You Do NOW?

This presentation is for informational purposes only. For legal advice, please contact an attorney.

Preparing for Potential Enforcement 
Activities

• Establish + communicate protocols
• Clarify school grounds
• Establish clear protocol if law 

enforcement is present on school 
grounds 

• Establish clear protocols if ICE is 
requesting access to a student

• Connect with community players
• Coordinate with local law enforcement
• Prepare front office and school-based 

staff
• Prioritize transportation safety

Supporting Students + School Community

• Update emergency contact information, 
alternative caregiver contacts, and 
authorized pick-up contacts for all 
students

• Share 'plan ahead' resources with 
families

• Address food access and basic needs
• Provide counseling and social work 

support
• Support student health and belongings
• Use instructional and attendance 

flexibility, if able
• Exercise staff flexibility
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• Update emergency contact information, alternative caregiver contacts, and 
authorized pick-up contacts for all students.

• Share 'plan ahead' resources with families.

• Establish clear protocols for school response in the event a student or their parent is 
detained by ICE. 

This presentation is for informational purposes only. For legal advice, please contact an attorney.

1. PLAN AHEAD FOR DETENTION OF A PARENT

Consider how to train or otherwise inform all relevant staff about these protocols 
once they are established.

Be Prepared In Advance – Potential Enforcement Activities
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Resources

Family Planning:  Resources for Immigrants in Massachusetts 

| Mass.gov – MA AGO’s office website about family planning 

and non-discrimination, including worker’s rights.

- Emergency Planning Guide  and Fact Sheet

ORI’s toolkit:  Community Resource Toolkit | Mass.gov – 

Spanish, Haitian Creole, Portuguese family planning forms.

Community Support Initiative:  Schedule a meeting between 

the community members you support, ORI and pro bono 

probate and immigration lawyers by clicking the link that says 

“Request a Meeting” https://www.mass.gov/community-

resource-toolkit

Boston Medical Center Family Planning:

https://www.bmc.org/sites/default/files/Patient_Care/Specialty_

Care/IRHP/family_preparedness_plan.pdf

Many family planning documents can be done without an attorney

This presentation is for informational purposes only. For legal advice, please contact an attorney.

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/resources-for-immigrants-in-massachusetts
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/resources-for-immigrants-in-massachusetts
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/resources-for-immigrants-in-massachusetts
https://www.mass.gov/doc/emergency-planning-guide-for-parents-with-uncertain-immigration-status/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/emergency-planning-fact-sheet-for-parents-with-uncertain-immigration-status/download
https://www.mass.gov/community-resource-toolkit
https://www.mass.gov/community-resource-toolkit
https://www.mass.gov/community-resource-toolkit
https://www.mass.gov/community-resource-toolkit
https://www.mass.gov/community-resource-toolkit
https://www.mass.gov/community-resource-toolkit
https://www.bmc.org/sites/default/files/Patient_Care/Specialty_Care/IRHP/family_preparedness_plan.pdf
https://www.bmc.org/sites/default/files/Patient_Care/Specialty_Care/IRHP/family_preparedness_plan.pdf
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This presentation is for informational purposes only. For legal advice, please contact an attorney.

Beyond outreach, schools can also offer events for families to plan ahead:

Family Resource Clinics to assist families to prepare caregiver 

affidavits (requires a notary)

Be Prepared In Advance - Supporting Students + School Community

Engage in repeated outreach to families about steps they should take- who should 

be contacted- if the parent is unavailable, and to support the family with any other 
needs.

**Utilize different communication means, such as email, hard copy forms, phone 
calls, text messages, trusted community providers to reach families. 



8

ICE contact with school - Key Protocol Considerations:
▪ Designate an on-call contact at central office for school staff to reach immediately
▪ Superintendent or designee consult with the district’s legal counsel 

▫ **Talk with your counsel about best and most expedient way to reach them in emergency 
situation

• With advice of counsel, review documents provided by ICE to determine if it has an administrative 
warrant or a judicial warrant, order, or subpoena

• Immediately inform student’s parent/guardian 

This presentation is for informational purposes only. For legal advice, please contact an attorney.

2. ESTABLISH CLEAR COMMUNICATION PROTOCOL

Consider how to train or otherwise inform all relevant staff about these policies 
once they are established.

Be Prepared In Advance – Potential Enforcement Activities
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• Crisis response/ Lock-down policies: Establish clear protocols to maintain safety of 
students when law enforcement, including but not limited to ICE, is present on school 
grounds. (Clearly define school grounds.)

• School Bus Policies & Contracts: Safety protocols regarding law enforcement presence at a 
bus stop

• Student privacy policies pursuant to FERPA. Reference AGO Guidance: Schools’ Obligations 
to Protect Students and Their Information

This presentation is for informational purposes only. For legal advice, please contact an attorney.

3. ESTABLISH OR REVISIT RELEVANT POLICIES

Consider how to train or otherwise inform all relevant staff about these policies 
once they are established.

Be Prepared In Advance – Potential Enforcement Activities

https://www.mass.gov/doc/guidance-for-k-12-schools-on-protecting-students-and-their-information/download?_ga=2.253757960.1444543600.1738077815-1277664828.1737052201&_gl=1%2Atly3oa%2A_ga%2AMTI3NzY2NDgyOC4xNzM3MDUyMjAx%2A_ga_MCLPEGW7WM%2AMTczODE2NzA4Ny40LjAuMTczODE2NzA4Ny4wLjAuMA..
https://www.mass.gov/doc/guidance-for-k-12-schools-on-protecting-students-and-their-information/download?_ga=2.253757960.1444543600.1738077815-1277664828.1737052201&_gl=1%2Atly3oa%2A_ga%2AMTI3NzY2NDgyOC4xNzM3MDUyMjAx%2A_ga_MCLPEGW7WM%2AMTczODE2NzA4Ny40LjAuMTczODE2NzA4Ny4wLjAuMA..
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Be Prepared In Advance – Potential Enforcement Activities

This presentation is for informational purposes only. For legal advice, please contact an attorney.

Coordinate with Local Law 

Enforcement

▪ Proactively meet with local 

police leadership to clarify 

roles, communication 

protocols, and de-escalation 

strategies related to ICE 

activity near schools and 

transportation routes.

▪ Request written guidance or 

shared understandings where 

possible.

Consider also connecting directly with others within, and outside, the school community. 

Prepare Front Office and 

School-Based Staff

▪ Train front office, 

administrative, and security 

staff on protocols if ICE 

personnel arrive on school 

property if you haven’t done 

so already.

▪ Reinforce that no access to 

school buildings or student 

information is granted without 

proper legal authority and 

district leadership 

involvement.

Prioritize Transportation 

Safety

▪ Treat transportation and bus 

stops as the most vulnerable 

points.

▪ Review safety protocols with bus 

companies, including procedures 

if stopped. Provide training to 

your support staff.

▪ Ensure plans explicitly 

address special education 

transportation.
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Be Prepared In Advance - Supporting Students + School Community

This presentation is for informational purposes only. For legal advice, please contact an attorney.

Address Food Access and Basic Needs
▪ Anticipate possible increased food insecurity for families hesitant 

to leave home.
▪ Coordinate on-site meal availability and community-based food 

supports.
▪ Provide counseling and social work support to students 

experiencing increased anxiety, especially those whose families 
are directly affected by changes to federal immigration policy.

Support Student Health and Belongings
▪ Check for students who may have left essential items, including 

medications, in school buildings. 
▪ Develop plans to safely reconnect students with needed 

belongings using trauma-informed outreach.

Beyond protocols, consider ways you can support your school community in this context.

Exercise Staffing Flexibility
▪ Review district authority to adjust staff assignments or 

support employees impacted by enforcement activity. 
Schools may be working with fewer staff at times; 
consider contingency plans for day-to-day operations to 
continue.

▪ Act within existing policies while emphasizing stability 
and compassion.

Use Instructional and Attendance Flexibility
▪ Consider maintaining a single staff point of contact for 

each student, for ongoing communication.
▪ Approach attendance concerns with flexibility. Partner 

with and support families.
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Other Steps for Schools to Take

▪ When planning school events: 

• Consider holding events inside or in outdoor spaces that are demarked “private” open only to 
students, staff, and students’ families

• Post signage indicating the event is a “private event” for students and their families
• Consider a virtual streaming option for families who may wish to attend virtually

Student Directory: 
• Provide opportunities for parents to opt out of including directory information. Schools may also 

limit what information is included in the directory, and limit disclosure of information to their 
school community and not to third parties.

This presentation is for informational purposes only. For legal advice, please contact an attorney.
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Guidance Regarding Public Schools’ Obligations to Protect 

Students and Their Information

This presentation is for informational purposes only. For legal advice, please contact an attorney.

QR Code

This presentation is for informational purposes only. For legal advice, please contact an attorney.

Guidance Regarding K-12 Schools’ 

Obligations to Protect Students and 

Their Information (January 2025)

https://www.mass.gov/doc/guidance-for-k-12-schools-on-protecting-students-and-their-information/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/guidance-for-k-12-schools-on-protecting-students-and-their-information/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/guidance-for-k-12-schools-on-protecting-students-and-their-information/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/guidance-for-k-12-schools-on-protecting-students-and-their-information/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/guidance-for-k-12-schools-on-protecting-students-and-their-information/download
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Flyer for K-12 Schools on Protecting 

Students and Their Information 

(January 2025)

Immigrant Students’ Right to Attend School: A Guide for 

Families

[Español] [Português] [Kreyòl Ayisyen] [简体中文] [Tiếng 

Việt]

https://www.mass.gov/doc/flyer-for-k-12-schools-on-protecting-students-and-their-information/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/flyer-for-k-12-schools-on-protecting-students-and-their-information/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/flyer-for-k-12-schools-on-protecting-students-and-their-information/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/flyer-for-k-12-schools-on-protecting-students-and-their-information/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/flyer-for-k-12-schools-on-protecting-students-and-their-information/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/immigrant-students-right-to-attend-school-a-guide-for-families/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/immigrant-students-right-to-attend-school-a-guide-for-families/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/spanish-immigrant-students/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/portuguese-immigrant-students/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/haitian-creole-immigrant-students/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/haitian-creole-immigrant-students/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/simplified-chinese-immigrant-students/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/vietnamese-immigrant-students/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/vietnamese-immigrant-students/download
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AGO Guidance on Immigrant students 

▪ Upholding the Rights of Immigrant Students to Enroll in School: Guidance for School Committees 

and Districts (December 2024)

▪ Attorney General’s Advisory Regarding Equal Access to Public Education for All Students 

Irrespective of Immigration Status (updated April 2022)

▪ Guidance Regarding K-12 Schools’ Obligations to Protect Students and Their Information (January 

2025)

▪ Flyer for K-12 Schools on Protecting Students and Their Information (January 2025)

▪ Immigrant Students’ Right to Attend School: A Guide for Families

▪ [Español] [Português] [Kreyòl Ayisyen] [简体中文] [Tiếng Việt]

▪ Guidance for Early Education and Care (EEC) Programs on their Obligations to Protect Child, 

Family, and Employee Information

▪ [Español] [Português] [Kreyòl Ayisyen] [简体中文]

https://www.doe.mass.edu/commissioner/spec-advisories/upholding-rights.html
https://www.doe.mass.edu/commissioner/spec-advisories/upholding-rights.html
https://www.doe.mass.edu/commissioner/spec-advisories/upholding-rights.html
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/attorney-generals-advisory-regarding-equal-access-to-public-education-for-all-students-irrespective-of-immigration-status#:%7E:text=The%20Massachusetts%20Student%20Anti-Discrimination,%2C%20gender%20identity%2C%20religion%2C%20national
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/attorney-generals-advisory-regarding-equal-access-to-public-education-for-all-students-irrespective-of-immigration-status#:%7E:text=The%20Massachusetts%20Student%20Anti-Discrimination,%2C%20gender%20identity%2C%20religion%2C%20national
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/attorney-generals-advisory-regarding-equal-access-to-public-education-for-all-students-irrespective-of-immigration-status#:%7E:text=The%20Massachusetts%20Student%20Anti-Discrimination,%2C%20gender%20identity%2C%20religion%2C%20national
https://www.mass.gov/doc/guidance-for-k-12-schools-on-protecting-students-and-their-information/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/guidance-for-k-12-schools-on-protecting-students-and-their-information/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/guidance-for-k-12-schools-on-protecting-students-and-their-information/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/guidance-for-k-12-schools-on-protecting-students-and-their-information/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/guidance-for-k-12-schools-on-protecting-students-and-their-information/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/flyer-for-k-12-schools-on-protecting-students-and-their-information/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/flyer-for-k-12-schools-on-protecting-students-and-their-information/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/flyer-for-k-12-schools-on-protecting-students-and-their-information/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/flyer-for-k-12-schools-on-protecting-students-and-their-information/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/immigrant-students-right-to-attend-school-a-guide-for-families/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/immigrant-students-right-to-attend-school-a-guide-for-families/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/spanish-immigrant-students/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/portuguese-immigrant-students/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/haitian-creole-immigrant-students/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/simplified-chinese-immigrant-students/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/vietnamese-immigrant-students/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/guidance-for-early-education-and-care-eec-programs-on-their-obligations-to-protect-child-family-and-employee-information-0/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/guidance-for-early-education-and-care-eec-programs-on-their-obligations-to-protect-child-family-and-employee-information-0/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/guidance-for-early-education-and-care-eec-programs-on-their-obligations-to-protect-child-family-and-employee-information-0/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/spanish-eec/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/portuguese-eec/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/haitian-creole-eec/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/simplified-chinese-eec/download
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Know Your Rights: A Guide for Immigrants, Families, and 
Communities on ICE Enforcement
Spanish, Portuguese, Haitian Creole, Chinese, Vietnamese

https://www.mass.gov/doc/ago-ice-guidance-05292025/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/ago-ice-guidance-05292025/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/05292025-ago-ice-guidance-spanish/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/05292025-ago-ice-guidance-final-portuguese/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/05292025-ago-ice-guidance-final-haitian-creole/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/05292025-ago-ice-guidance-final-simplified-chinese/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/05292025-ago-ice-guidance-final-vietnamese/download
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Additional Resources
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HABEAS PROJECT

The Habeas Project allows for expedited filing of Habeas petitions in Federal Court

immigrationhabeas

project@gmail.com

What?

Provides support 
for immigrants 
facing unlawful 
detention. 

Who?

Office for Refugees 
and Immigrants 
(ORI)

MA Law Reform 
Institute (MLRI)

Over 300 Volunteer 
Federal Litigators

How?

Email: 
immigrationhabeas
project@gmail.com

A secure intake 
form will follow.

This inbox is 
monitored 
Monday–Friday, 
9am to 9pm 
(excluding 
holidays).

Eligibility

The initiative 
serves unlawfully 
detained migrants 
who reside in or 
are detained in 
MA, NH and ME

Assistance for 
those detained 
throughout New 
England, including 
VT, ME, NH, RI 
and some CT

This presentation is for informational purposes only. For legal advice, please contact an attorney.

mailto:immigrationhabeasproject@gmail.com
mailto:immigrationhabeasproject@gmail.com
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LEGAL REPRESENTATION FUND

The Legal Representation Fund is used for emergency detention cases

What?

• Initiative to help 
fund free legal 
representation to 
detained 
immigrants who 
are eligible to 
request an 
immigration bond

Who?

• Greater Boston 
Accompaniment 
Network (BIJAN)

• Attorney 
General’s Office

• Office for 
Refugees and 
Immigrants

How?

• Detained Hotline: 
(617) 637-8195

• Family & Friends 
Hotline:             
(617) 396-7143

Eligibility

• Individuals who 
are:
▪ Detained

▪ Eligible for bond 
without significant 
criminal charges

▪ Have ties to MA

This presentation is for informational purposes only. For legal advice, please contact an attorney.
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MA ACCESS TO COUNSEL INITATIVE (MACI)

The Legislature appropriated funds for Immigrant Legal Services in FY 2026

What?

Initiative to 
support detained 
and non-detained 
individuals in 
Massachusetts 
facing 
immigration court 
proceedings by 
providing full 
legal 
representation.

Who?

MA Immigrant 
and Refugee 
Advocacy 
Coalition (MIRA)

Network of Legal 
Providers

How?

Call the MACI 
intake line at 
(508) 505-4588 

Eligibility

Individuals who:

• Live, work or 
study in Mass

• In Removal 
Proceedings

• Meet Income 
Guidelines

• Do not have 
serious criminal 
convictions.

This presentation is for informational purposes only. For legal advice, please contact an attorney.
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For Families at risk of Homelessness or Homeless:  Virtual 

Legal Consultations

Virtual Legal Consultations may also include assistance with application filing

https://forms.office.com/g/tYzYHCE0Yi

• Virtual legal consultations and assistance with legal service 
providersWhat?

• Immigration Legal Service Providers contracted by ORIWho?

• Eligible individuals need to fill out this form:  
https://forms.office.com/g/tYzYHCE0YiHow?

• Current Emergency Assistance Family Shelter Resident;

• Left Emergency Assistance Family Shelter in the last 12 months; or 

• Current enrollment in the HomeBASE program
Eligibility

This presentation is for informational purposes only. For legal advice, please contact an attorney.

https://forms.office.com/g/tYzYHCE0Yi


CONFIDENTIAL DRAFT: FOR POLICY DEVELOPMENT PURPOSES
22

Immigration Attorney Referral Resources

• Immigration Court list of legal services: 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/list-pro-bono-
legal-service-providers

• City of Boston free immigration consultations: 
https://www.boston.gov/departments/immigra
nt-advancement/free-immigration-
consultations

• MIRA immigration Helpline: 
https://miracoalition.org/news/immigration-
helpline/

• Massachusetts Legal Resource Finder: 
https://masslrf.org/en/home

• The American Immigration Lawyers 
Association’s online directory: 
https://www.ailalawyer.com/

• The National Immigration Project of the 
National Lawyers Guild’s “Find an Attorney” 
website: https://nipnlg.org/work/find-attorney

https://www.justice.gov/eoir/list-pro-bono-legal-service-providers
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/list-pro-bono-legal-service-providers
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/list-pro-bono-legal-service-providers
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/list-pro-bono-legal-service-providers
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/list-pro-bono-legal-service-providers
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/list-pro-bono-legal-service-providers
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/list-pro-bono-legal-service-providers
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/list-pro-bono-legal-service-providers
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/list-pro-bono-legal-service-providers
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/list-pro-bono-legal-service-providers
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/list-pro-bono-legal-service-providers
https://www.boston.gov/departments/immigrant-advancement/free-immigration-consultations
https://www.boston.gov/departments/immigrant-advancement/free-immigration-consultations
https://www.boston.gov/departments/immigrant-advancement/free-immigration-consultations
https://www.boston.gov/departments/immigrant-advancement/free-immigration-consultations
https://www.boston.gov/departments/immigrant-advancement/free-immigration-consultations
https://www.boston.gov/departments/immigrant-advancement/free-immigration-consultations
https://www.boston.gov/departments/immigrant-advancement/free-immigration-consultations
https://www.boston.gov/departments/immigrant-advancement/free-immigration-consultations
https://miracoalition.org/news/immigration-helpline/
https://miracoalition.org/news/immigration-helpline/
https://miracoalition.org/news/immigration-helpline/
https://masslrf.org/en/home
https://www.ailalawyer.com/
https://nipnlg.org/work/find-attorney
https://nipnlg.org/work/find-attorney
https://nipnlg.org/work/find-attorney
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When to Reach Out to ORI or MA AGO CJU

MA AGO’s Children’s Justice Unit – liza.hirsch@mass.gov

• Immigration enforcement in or around schools

• Detention of young person under the age of 19

ORI – susan.church@mass.gov

• Immigration enforcement in or around EA shelters, schools, places of worship, or other 
sensitive locations

• Detention of a parent/caregiver for a child with significant disabilities

• Detention of a parent/caregiver for a child who is currently undergoing medical 
treatment for a serious medical condition (such as cancer)

• Detention of a teenager, younger person, student

• Detention of individual with no criminal record, United States Citizen children and 
significant long term US residence (more than 15 years approximately)

• Other cases where a significant humanitarian concern is presented, including larger 
scale workplace raids or immigration enforcement events 

This presentation is for informational purposes only. For legal advice, please contact an attorney.
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