Seven Reasons to Vote Yes on 2

1) The MCAS graduation
requirement takes time
away from learning. The Wte
MCAS graduation requirement
has a huge impact on the high
school schedule and reduces YEs
the time that could be spent

on teaching and learning. In High Standards, Not High Stakes
Massachusetts high schools,

high-stakes MCAS testing
takes place during five of the
nine months of the school year.

"What we don't realize is what standardized testing does to a
school. It essentially shuts the school down for that time. So,
how much teaching and learning is really happening during those
days?...In high school, I start to retest in November. I start to
retest in February. I test in March. I retest in March. I test in May
and I test in June. So, all that time spent testing could also be
valuable time spent teaching and learning.” - Elizabeth Wood,
Principal, South Hadley High School, MA

2) The graduation requirement hurts students as schools and
teachers are pressured to narrow the curriculum to what
is on the test. Since MCAS exams only measure a narrow slice
of a few academic subjects, many students lose access to a rich
and engaging, whole child education.

"High stakes meant that untested subjects like history, art, music
and technology were cut to devote more time and money to test
prep. It felt like punishment regardless of outcomes.” - Jen
Meagher, Andover English Teacher



3) High-stakes tests, such as the MCAS, suck all the joy out
of teaching and learning as teachers repeatedly drill
students on material that they anticipate will be on the
tests.

"We're clearly now more than ever teaching to the test. We’re
teaching these kids how to answer the questions that are going
to be on the MCAS exam... we're not really teaching them how to
write. We're teaching them to follow a format.” -
Massachusetts teacher

4) The MCAS graduation requirement singles out the most
vulnerable students and punishes them by denying them
diplomas. The Annenberg Institute found that, while most
students eventually pass, about 85% who never pass are English
learners and students with disabilities.

"At home, parents see the physical and emotional toll that long
successive days of testing have on their children. As always, the
students who pay the biggest price for this testing frenzy are the
most vulnerable — those who struggle with neurodivergent
issues, low-income students, and students of color.” - Jen
Meagher, Andover English Teacher

5) Since 2003, the MCAS graduation requirement has
deprived thousands of students of their high school
diplomas. According to the Annenberg Institute, the MCAS
graduation requirement in 2019 alone prevented more than
1,200 students from getting a high school diploma. These
students met all other requirements for a diploma.

A mother decried the unfairness of the MCAS graduation
requirement for her daughter who could not pass the math MCAS
because of a medical disability. "Shannon has had well over


https://annenberg.brown.edu/edopportunity/mcas-graduation-requirement

10,000 seizures...She has been to Boston Children’s Hospital
numerous times...When all of her peers are going off to their
futures...it’s going to be devastating for her. One test has
dictated her whole future.”

6) Failing a high-stakes test, such as the high school MCAS,
can negatively impact a student’s emotional well-being.

After repeatedly failing the high school MCAS, one student said
"...when I saw I did not pass it, I almost killed myself ...All my
coaches, my teachers ... talk to me about it...'Don’t kill yourself
for that man, because your future is going to be good.””

7)The MCAS graduation requirement did not lift
Massachusetts students from the "middle of the pack” to
the top among the states. Massachusetts students always did
well, before they were required to pass the MCAS and
afterwards, because of our high household income and education
levels. Scores did rise in the wake of big increases in state
funding for schools after the 1993 Education Reform Act. But
after funding leveled off, so did the scores.

"Increasingly policymakers have recognized that standardized
test hurdles for high school graduation do not improve overall
educational outcomes. Instead, they harm thousands of young
people who either drop out after failing an exit exam or are
forced out of school without high school diplomas despite
completing all their classroom work." — FairTest Executive
Director Harry Feder






